Grade 7 Mathematics in French Immersion 2001 by unknown
Grade 7 Mathematics in French Immersion 2001 
Grade 7 Mathematics in 
French Immersion 
2001 
Implementation Support Document 
With thanks to Judy Benson, French Immersion Math teacher, 
Frank Roberts junior High School Foxtrap 
Implementation Support 
NL - French (I 
- - _ ~mersion) 
CMC -Archive 
1 

l 
1 . Introduction 
ME 11 1r.RIAL U VERSITY 
CUARIC LU~~ f\J ATERIALS 
I OCT - 2 2006 
_,__.,, .............. ----
Grade 7 Mathematics in French Immersion 2001 
This document is intended for French immersion teachers implementing the grade seven mathematics 
curriculum. It provides a brief overview of the implications of the Mathematics program for second language 
learners in Late French Immersion. 
2 . Overview 
The mathematics curriculum focuses on the unifying ideas of mathematical problem solving, 
communication, reasoning and connections. It is organized in terms of learning outcomes around six 
mathematical strands: 
• Number Concepts/Number and Relationship Operations, 
• Patterns and Relations, 
• Measurement, 
• Geometry, 
• Data Management, 
• Probability. 
3. Second Language Considerations 
The mathematics curriculum requires the active participation of learners in exploring mathematical 
principles and recording observations. French immersion teachers should plan a variety of ways for learners to 
engage in these activities and should anticipate a range of language responses from students in grade seven. 
Teachers may need to model language and illustrate tasks to ensure that learners understand what is being asked 
of them. Teachers should be aware that initially, learners in a late French immersion setting will need to build 
basic mathematical vocabulary such as number naming. Learners will need to recognize the differences between 
writing decimals as well as large numbers in French and English. Similar to other subject areas in French 
immersion, the teacher must recognize that active mathematical experiences are necessary to help students 
understand, use and remember mathematical terminology. Activities should be designed to encourage students 
to engage in everyday French language use. 
The development of mathematical literacy in French requires opportunity, support, understanding and 
encouragement, especially at the outset of the academic year as learners seek to establish a degree of comfort while 
exploring subject areas through the medium of a second language. Teachers are encouraged to post keywords and 
illustrations around the classroom to reinforce the notions under study. These visual supports are essential in the 
beginning months of grade seven. Teachers should ensure that home assignments are appropriate and attainable 
for completion outside the classroom. Evaluation activities conducted in class should also be attainable, 
appropriate with respect to language level and reflective of curriculum outcomes. 
Learners may use a combination of print, drawings, collages and models to record their mathematical 
experiences in personal and class journals. Journal entries will provide evidence of the learner's linguistic progress 
throughout the school year. Additional information can be kept in student portfolios. Learners should be able 
to demonstrate progress and concept attainment through a variety of ways such as telling, showing, illustrating 
and writing. Observation sheets and checklists are very important. 
Learning centres, whether fixed locations, or boxed kits, should contain language and illustrations to 
reinforce and model key vocabulary and ideas. 
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4 . Organizing for Instruction 
Teachers need to plan carefully for the whole year from the start to ensure that all curriculum outcomes are 
addressed in grade seven. The mathematics curriculum and the authorized resources are rich with teaching ideas 
and activities to support the program. There are more activities than are possible or necessary to complete. 
Teachers should develop an instructional plan and be prepared to set aside additional preparation time in the first 
year of implementation. Teachers are advised to: 
• Read the grade seven curriculum guide to learn about the expectations of the program. 
• Relate the curriculum outcomes to the authorized resource. 
• Develop a familiarity with the use of various manipulatives. 
• Devise a plan for record-keeping, assessment and evaluation. 
• Identify materials and other resources needed. 
• Devise ways to store journals and materials. 
• Estimate time allocations for the curriculum outcomes and aim to stay on schedule. 
• Develop strategies for group activities. 
• Create an environment for active learning. 
• Highlight the link between mathematical literacy and the development of second language. 
• Make notes in curriculum guide throughout the year. 
• Communicate information about curriculum to parents or guardians. 
• Anticipate and build experiences around cross-curricular connections. 
5. Curriculum Guide and Resources 
The Curriculum Guide for Grade 7 Mathematics is a comprehensive document describing in detail the 
mathematics program for grade seven. Teachers are responsible for ensuring that the curriculum outcomes are 
addressed. In order to complete the grade seven mathematics program, teachers must make choices and stick to 
their instructional plan and time lines. 
The authorized resource, Interactions 7, supports the curriculum guide. In most cases the resource contains 
more information than is necessary to achieve the outcomes of the grade seven program. In other instances 
however, the resource needs to be complemented by other materials. The curriculum guide provides ideas for 
addressing these outcomes. All printed authorized resources are available in French, including the student text, 
teacher guide, a supplement and a series of reproducible black line masters. 
Teachers with access to computers may find it useful to allow learners to use generic software to generate 
patterns, construct shapes, record observations, create graphs, manipulate numbers and perform other 
mathematical tasks. This assists learners in attaining curriculum outcomes. 
The Department of Education is supplying manipulatives in addition to those already in intermediate 
mathematics classrooms. It is essential that learners have opportunities to work directly with manipulatives. 
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6. Communicating to Parents 
Teachers may wish to devise their own communication plan for parents. This could include an overview 
of the curriculum as well as a process for providing feedback on student progress. 
It is important that teachers let parents know that the mathematics curriculum is based on national and 
international standards, reflecting current best teaching/learning strategies and is a regionally developed 
curriculum, common to the four Atlantic provinces. 
Change can create anxiety. Teachers have the responsibility to make this change as postive as possible for 
their students. There will be many questions and adjustments during the first year of implementation. 
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